The Triple Bolus Test: Patient Information Sheet





This test is being done by Dr. Harper to test  if there is any disturbance in the function of your pituitary gland due to the pituitary tumor and/or your pituitary surgery you underwent.





This test should not be done in anyone with the following circumstances:


Coronary Artery Disease (prior heart attack or symptoms of angina)


Heart Arrythmia


Seizure Disorder


Altered level of consciousness


Elderly ( > 65 years old)





Preparation for the test:


You are to arrive at the Hamilton General Hospital Outpatient Dept by 8:30AM


You must be fasting (nothing to eat or drink since midnight) on the day of the test


If you are on corticosteroid pills (hydrocortisone, prednisone, etc.) these should be stopped for at least 24 hours before the test.  Therefore, if you are taking corticosteroid pills in the morning and afternoon/evening, then don’t take the doses on the morning of the test as well as the afternoon/evening on the day before the test (i.e. your last dose should be on the morning the day before the test).


You should come for this test accompanied by another person (friend or family).  You are not allowed to drive home from the hospital after this test and it is preferable that you are accompanied by someone on the way home.


The triple bolus test will take up the entire morning and you should expect to eat lunch at the hospital after the test (you may bring your lunch or there is a cafeteria at the hospital where you may buy your lunch).





When you arrive at 8:30AM the nurses will start an intravenous drip.  You will then be allowed to rest for approximately 1 hour.  Then Dr. Harper will come to give the necessary injections into your intravenous line.





In order to test the pituitary gland it must be stimulated by 3 different medications (hence the name triple bolus).  These medications are:


	Insulin


	Thyrotropin Releasing Hormone (TRH)


	Lutrepulse





After Dr. Harper gives the injections the nurses will be testing your blood levels every 15 minutes for the next hour and a half.





During this period of monitoring your blood sugar levels will decrease due to the insulin given.  This is expected and is a necessary part of the test.  You will probably experience symptoms from the drop in blood sugar (shakiness, sweating, hunger, palpitations, mild dizziness).  If your blood sugar levels drop too low you could experience more serious symptoms (seizure, unconsciousness, stroke).  The nurses however will be watching you closely and testing your blood sugars frequently.  If your blood sugar levels do drop too low then you will be given orange juice to drink and if necessary intravenous glucose will be administered to prevent any serious complications.





The TRH injection may cause the following side effects: Flushing, sweating, light-headedness, headache, nausea, urge to urinate, dry mouth, bad taste in mouth, tingling.  These effects are very transient and will go away within 30 min to 1 hour. 





A more serious but rare side effect of TRH is that it can cause a pituitary tumor to suddenly bleed.  This can cause sudden headaches, disturbance in pituitary gland function, and sudden vision loss.  This condition is called Pituitary apoplexy and sometimes requires immediate surgery.  Fortunately this is a rare side effect of TRH particularly when the test is done after someone has already had pituitary surgery and their tumor has been taken out.





Once the nurses have finished taking blood samples (1 and a half hours) they will give you orange juice to drink to bring your blood sugar back up to normal.  Your intravenous line will then be removed and you can book an appointment to see Dr. Harper again in approximately one month time when all the results from your triple bolus test will be back.





You should eat lunch at the hospital before you leave.  You can purchase your lunch or eat the lunch you have brought in the cafeteria.  Once you have finished lunch you may go home accompanied by someone.  You should NOT drive.





You may go back on all your regular medications including the corticosteroid pills (hydrocortisone, prednisone, etc.) starting that evening.





If you have any questions contact Dr. Harper.























William Harper, MD, FRCPC


905-540-3560





June 28, 2002.











